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placing herself unreservedly in his hands. The frank
acceptance of the Eevolution, the abandonment for
good and all of every scheme for restoring the old order,
whether with or without foreign assistance, was insisted
upon by him from first to last as the necessary basis of
all sound policy. But to this Marie Antoinette would
not resign herself, nor could she believe him to be truly
her friend who would force her to do so.

We have already remarked that Mirabeau was apt,
partly from a certain imaginative optimism, partly from
an overweening confidence in his own powers, to
overlook or make light of obstacles. But for this
disposition he could scarcely have thought of founding
the edifice of his hopes and his ambition on a basis so
shifting and treacherous as the confidence and co-
operation of the Court. He never indeed hoped much
from Lewis XVI. In the notes for the Court he laments
his blunders, his want of energy and decision. Indeed
he is outspoken to a degree which would have offended
ears even more accustomed to plain-speaking than those
of royalty. It was insulting to the queen, whom he
wished to conciliate, to assume as a matter of course
that her husband was so poor a thing. But he believed
that he could obtain the confidence of Marie Antoinette,
and that she possessed the resolution and ability,
together with the influence over her husband, which
would enable her trusted adviser to save the reformed
Monarchy.

There are some characters in history which it is all
but impossible to consider impartially; names which
excite feelings opposed to dispassionate judgment not
less surely *th'an the rallying cries of contemporary